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 Hello, I’m Dwight Mitchell the founder of Family 

Preservation Foundation. Welcome to our Child Protection 

Services Pro Se Help Kit video series.

 I hope you enjoy the content and it allows you to better 

understand your rights and options while involved with 

CPS.
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 After a 22-month battle, I successfully defeated Dakota 

County Social Services in Minnesota State court and had 

my children returned. Although filled with anguish, it was 

an education to say the least, and I will be passing on the 

benefit of my knowledge, and “Lessons Learned”, while 

cross referencing Minnesota State Statutes, and case law 

which is readily available on Google Scholar.
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 I would like to advise you that I am not an attorney, 

licensed to practice law, nor am I providing legal services. 

I recommend you obtain your own attorney if possible and 

review my video in this series titled “Working with your 

Attorney”. This is a very important unit in our series, and 

will assist you in not being misguide like I was, by my 

attorney’s legal strategy, incompetence and/or greed.
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 This video series is for education purposes only. I will go 

over the beginning, middle and the end of the CPS 

process and what you can do in your defense and fight 

against CPS! This will be hard work for you, and a lot of 

reading, but nothing worthwhile in life is free. The 

Minnesota templates I provide are examples only and 

must not be used as is. 
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 You must create your own court filings while acting in a 

Pro Se capacity. I do not have examples of everything, but 

ask other group members, because they may be able to 

help you. BUT REMEMBER, you are not allowed to stand 

in court and say that someone helped you, or told you to 

do it a certain way. You are doing this for yourself. You 

must read, review and submit court filings for yourself.
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Index of Sections
 Know Your Rights if CPS Comes to Your Door
 CPS Opens an Investigation
 Working with Your Attorney
 CPS 101 - Child Removals from The Home
 Chips to Permanency Timeline
 Emergency Protective Care Hearing
 Admit/Deny Hearing
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 Out of Home Placement Plan filed
 Pretrial Hearing
 CHIPS Trial
 Findings and Adjudication
 Disposition
 Review Hearings
 Permanency Pleadings / TPR filed
 Admit/Deny Hearing
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 Permanency Trial
 Permanency Order issued by court
 Post-trial motions
 Notice of Appeal
 Federal Civil Rights Case
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 I will also have a PDF presentation for each lesson 

available for download. I recommend you download the 

presentation and read it several times until you 

understand everything. You can ONLY ask questions, and 

members can respond / answer questions about the 

lessons on the FPF Group page. 
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 All answers must be accompanied with reference to State 

Statues and Caselaw. Hearsay will not be allowed on the 

FPF group page and will be deleted.

 Anything not related to learning and training can be 

discussed on the Stop CPS from Legal Kidnapping Group 

page. 

 You must be a verified FPF Member to be in the Group.
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 Navigate to http://familypreservationfoundation.org/
 Click the “More” menu then the “Member” option. A form 

will appear. Fill in all of the information and it will be sent 
to the office for verification.
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 Navigate to https://www.facebook.com/FPFORG/
 Click the “Like” button on our Foundation Page.

https://www.facebook.com/FPFORG/
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 Click the “Group” button on our Foundation Page.
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 Click the “FPF Group Name” link.
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 In closing I would like to leave you with one piece of 

MAJOR advise. Do not believe anything anyone tells you 

unless you have read the Minnesota State Statue and 

Caselaw yourself. Especially anything told to you by State 

and County officials, this includes Judges. Make them 

show you the relevant Statues that they are referring to, 

just as I will throughout this entire series.
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